
VERIFIED COMPLAINT 
FILED & DOCKETED 

STAFF CONDUCTS 
INITIAL INQUIRY 

C S OMMISSION DOCKET
MATTER ON OWN 

MOTION 

 

COMMISSION ISSUES NOTICE OF PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 
AND STAFF CONDUCTS INVESTIGATION 

COMMISSION DISMISSES 
Complaint is Frivolous, Unsubstantiated, 

Appellate, or Extra-Jurisdictional 

COMMISSION MAKES 
CONFIDENTIAL DISPOSITION 

Cautionary Letter, 
Mentorship, 

Training, Counseling, or Other 
Assistance 

JUDGE HAS 21 DAYS TO 
RESPOND TO NOTICE 

COMMISSION ISSUES NOTICE OF FORMAL PROCEEDINGS 
Trial Date Set & Discovery Begins 

COMMISSION MAKES 
CONFIDENTIAL 
DISPOSITION 

Cautionary Letter, 
Mentorship, 

Training, Counseling, 
or Other 

Assistance 

COMMISSION PETITIONS 
SUPREME COURT FOR 

TEMPORARY 
SUSPENSION 

SUPREME COURT 
ISSUES 

ORDER ON 
TEMPORARY 
SUSPENSION 

COMMISSION DISMISSES 
Appellate or Unsubstantiated 

 

COMMISSION CONDUCTS 
FORMAL HEARING 

COMMISSION MAKES PUBLIC DISPOSITION 
Clear and convincing evidence proved 

charges.  Files record and recommendation 
with Supreme Court for judge’s removal, 

retirement, or discipline, plus 
reimbursement of investigation/trial costs. 

 

SUPREME COURT REVIEWS AND ISSUES ORDER ACCEPTING, 
REJECTING, OR MODIFYING THE COMMISSION’S 

RECOMMENDATION (OR STIPULATION) 

JUDGE HAS 21 DAYS TO 
RESPOND TO NOTICE 

COMMISSION 
DISMISSES 

Finds evidence is 
insufficient to prove 

charges and 
violation(s) of Code of 

Judicial Conduct. 

JUDGE AND COMMMISSION ENTER INTO STIPULATION 
AGREEMENT & CONSENT TO DISCIPLINE. 

Commission files petition with Supreme Court. 
(Any Stage before Trial) 

JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSION
PROCESS FLOW CHART 
Cases Docketed After 5/1/10 
 

COMMISSION REVIEWS COMPLAINT 

COMMISSION 
DISMISSES 
Appellate or 

Unsubstantiated 

 


