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2. Respondent does not contest that his continued service in a
judicial capacity while he is under investigation by the State of New
Mexico for numerous allegations of serious criminal conduct, and also
being investigated by Petitioner Judicial Standards Commission on the
allegations, would create an apparent conflict of interest, and that
deference to Respondent’s judicial rulings would be undermined should he
continue to perform in a judicial capacity under these circumstances.
Moreover, Respondent does not contest that his continued judicial service
would create a significant appearance of impropriety and erosion of public
confidence in the integrity, independence, and impartiality of the Judiciary
and in the orderly administration of justice.

3.  Respondent and Petitioner acknowledge that Respondent’s
placement on immediate temporary suspension without pay is neither an
admission nor determination of Respondent’s ultimate guilt concerning the
underlying criminal allegations. It is instead an administrative action
requested by the Petitioner to preserve public confidence in the integrity,
independence, and impartiality of the New Mexico Judiciary by

temporarily suspending Respondent’s judicial authority disposition of the



criminal charges being investigated and completion of the Commission’s
proceedings.

4. Based on the foregoing, the Respondent and Petitioner hereby
stipulate that Respondent shall be temporarily suspended without pay
from judicial office pending the disposition of the criminal charges being
investigated and the Judicial Standards Commission’s proceedings.

5. The terms of this stipulation agreement are to be approved by
the New Mexico Supreme Court.

6. All parties have read and understand this stipulation
agreement, have had the opportunity to discuss it with and be advised by
legal counsel, and hereby freely and voluntarily enter into this agreement

free of any threats or promises.
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RESPONDENT’S REVIEW & APPROVAL

I have read and understand the above stipulation agreement and
have had the opportunity to discuss the case and be advised by legal
counsel. I understand that by entering into this stipulation agreement, I
will be giving up the right to a hearing before the Supreme Court on

Petitioner’s Verified Petition for Immediate Temporary Suspension Without Pay.
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Dated

RESPONDENT’S COUNSEL’S REVIEW & APPROVAL

I have reviewed the stipulation agreement with my client. I have
advised my client of his constitutional rights and his right to a hearing
before the Supreme Court, and hereby approve my client’s entry into this
stipulation agreement.
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SAM BREGMAN, EsQ. Dated
Counsel for Respondent




EXAMINER’S REVIEW & APPROVAL

I'have reviewed and approve this stipulation agreement and find that

it is appropriate and consistent with the best interest of justice.
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JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSION APPROVAL

The Commission has reviewed and, upon a vote of its members,
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JOYCE BUsTOS Dated

Chair
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approved this stipulation agreement.

RANDALL D
Executive D1 ector General Counsel



