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PETITION TO ACCEPT STIPULATION AGREEMENT  
AND CONSENT TO DISCIPLINE 

 
 The Judicial Standards Commission of the State of New Mexico 

(“Commission”), through the undersigned counsel, hereby petitions the 

Supreme Court for an order approving the attached Stipulation Agreement 

and Consent to Discipline (“Stipulation”), attached hereto as Exhibit 1, in 

which Hon. Lance Lacey, (“Respondent”) consents to discipline from the 

Supreme Court in lieu of further disciplinary proceedings as outlined in the 

attached Stipulation.  Respondent is representing himself pro se in this matter.   

The Commission recommends the Court approve the agreement, impose the 
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stipulated discipline against the Respondent and unseal the file in this 

matter pursuant to Rule 27-104(B) NMRA.   

 The Commission believes this stipulation agreement best serves the 

interests of justice and the integrity of the New Mexico Judiciary, and as 

further grounds for this petition states: 

1. The Commission invokes its jurisdiction pursuant to the 

Commission’s power to recommend the discipline of judges, and the 

Supreme Court’s power to discipline judges under the New Mexico 

Constitution Article VI, Section 32; the Court’s power of superintending 

control under the New Mexico Constitution Article VI Section 3; and Rule 36 

of the Judicial Standards Commission’s Rules. 

2. This matter is currently pending before the Commission 

pursuant to a Notice of Formal Proceedings issued to Respondent on August 

10, 2021 in Inquiry No. 2021-002 (See Exhibit 2). Respondent’s response to 

the Notice of Formal Proceedings was filed on August 25, 2021 (See  Exhibit 3). 

3. The Commission issued a Notice of Investigation to Respondent 

on April 23, 2021 (See Exhibit 4) and Respondent’s response to the Notice of 

Investigation was filed on May 18, 2021 (See Exhibit 5). 
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4. Pursuant to Commission’s Rule 19, NMRA 2020, and following the 

Commission’s receipt and review of Respondent’s written response to the 

Notice of Investigation, the Commission invited Respondent to participate in 

an informal confidential conference with the Commission on August 2, 2021 

by Zoom video conferencing.  The conference afforded Respondent an 

opportunity to discuss and explain his response to the Notice of Investigation 

in person and provided the Commission an opportunity to ask Respondent 

questions and further discuss the pending allegations and Respondent’s 

response to assist in determining the appropriate course of action. 

5. After full consideration of Respondent’s written response and 

the information he provided verbally at the informal confidential 

conference, the Commission issued a Notice of Formal Proceedings to 

Respondent and set the matter for a hearing on the merits. 

 6. The Commission entered into a Stipulation with Respondent on 

February 1, 2022 (See Exhibit 1).  The Stipulation was based upon 

Respondent’s acceptance of responsibility, efforts to change the conduct, 

cooperation with the Commission and Respondent’s consent to imposition 

of discipline by the Supreme Court as follows: 
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Unsupervised Probation and Formal Mentorship. 
The Judicial Standards Commission shall 
recommend a mentor for the Supreme Court’s 
approval and appointment. The mentorship shall be 
tailored to the issues of due process, criminal 
procedure, and ex-parte communications. The 
mentorship shall begin upon the Supreme Court’s 
appointment of the mentor, who shall report on the 
progress and outcome of the mentorship to the 
Supreme Court and to the Commission. The 
mentorship shall be in effect until the mentor advises 
the Commission that the goals of the mentorship 
have been achieved and the Commission files the 
final mentorship report with the Supreme Court. 
Respondent shall remain on unsupervised probation 
with the Commission until December 31, 2023, the 
end of Respondent’s current judicial term.  
 

7. Respondent admitted he engaged in willful misconduct and 

committed the acts as set forth in the Stipulation. 

8. Respondent admitted that his conduct violated Rules 21-101, 21-

102, 21-103, 21-202, 21-203, 21-204(B), 21-205(A), 21-206(A), and 21-209(A) of 

the Code of Judicial Conduct.   

 9. As set forth in the Stipulation, Respondent agrees that his 

admitted conduct constitutes willful misconduct in office and provides 

sufficient basis for the New Mexico Supreme Court to impose discipline 
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against Respondent pursuant to Article VI, Section 32 of the New Mexico 

Constitution.  

 10.  The Commission shall close Inquiry No. 2021-002 upon issuance 

of a Supreme Court Order approving the Stipulation. 

11. The attached Stipulation is enforceable by the Commission before 

the Supreme Court. 

12. It is in the best interests of justice and integrity of the New 

Mexico Judiciary that the Supreme Court grant this petition.

 WHEREFORE, the Commission respectfully requests this Court issue 

an order granting the Commission’s petition, approving the Stipulation 

Agreement and Consent to Discipline and imposing the discipline set forth in 

the Stipulation. The Commission also requests that the Court’s order unseal 

all documents filed in the Supreme Court in this case pursuant to Rule 27-

104(B) NMRA 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 



mailto:judgeldl@gmail.com


kgianes
Text Box
EXHIBIT
1













kgianes
Text Box
EXHIBIT
2















kgianes
Text Box
EXHIBIT
3













kgianes
Text Box
EXHIBIT
4



4. You initiated and engaged in a prohibited ex parte communication with attorney
Ben Ortega regarding a matter pending before the Eighth Judicial District Court
and pending before the Springer Municipal Court.

5. You initiated and engaged in a prohibited ex parte communication with attorney
Regina Ryanczak regarding a matter pending before the Eighth Judicial District
Court and pending before the Springer Municipal Court.

6. On January 11, 2021 and January 20, 20201 you attempted to initiate and engage
Eighth Judicial District Court Chief Judge Melissa Kennelly in an ex parte

communication regarding a matter that was pending before the district court and
before the Springer Municipal court.

Please provide the Commission with an explanation of these incidences and the factual and 
legal bases for your conduct. Your response to this notice must be submitted in writing and 
must include an explanation and disclosure of all pertinent facts, along with any relevant 
documents or materials you wish the Commission to consider regarding the matter outlined 
herein. Pursuant to Rule 16(B) of the Judicial Standards Commission Rules (NMRA 2020), the 
Commission must receive your response within twenty-one (21) days of your receipt of this 
notice. 

Sin
�

o�

J(J l Bustos !,(l) 
Chair 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVIE 

I hereby certify that a true copy of the foregoing was sent on the�day of April 2021, 
via e-mail to: 

Hon. Lance Lacey 
judgeldl@gmail.com 

'-£:rMkk� 
CLERK OF THE COMMISSION 
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