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PETITION TO ACCEPT STIPULATION AGREEMENT  
AND CONSENT TO DISCIPLINE 

 
 The Judicial Standards Commission of the State of New Mexico 

(“Commission”), through the undersigned counsel, hereby petitions the 

Supreme Court for an order approving the attached Stipulation Agreement 

and Consent to Discipline (“Stipulation”), attached hereto as Exhibit 1, in 

which Hon. James T. Martin, (“Respondent”) consents to discipline from the 

Supreme Court in lieu of further disciplinary proceedings as outlined in the 

attached Stipulation.  Respondent is represented by Briggs Cheney, Esq.  The 

Commission recommends the Court approve the agreement, impose the 
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stipulated discipline against the Respondent and unseal the file in this 

matter pursuant to Rule 27-104(B) NMRA.   

 If the Court approves the Stipulation Agreement and Consent to 

Discipline, Respondent requests this matter remain under seal and this Court 

delay publication of the Public Censure until the criminal proceeding and all 

appeals in Cause Number D-307-CR-2018-00203 are final. The Commission 

opposes this request pursuant to Judicial Standards Commission Rule 12. In 

making this request, Respondent makes clear that Respondent’s agreement 

to the Stipulation Agreement and Consent to Discipline is not conditioned on the 

Court’s granting of the request for continued sealing of this matter and if the 

Court denies his request, Respondent respects that decision. Respondent 

may file a motion with the Supreme Court confirming his request which is 

understood the Commission would oppose. 

 The Commission believes this stipulation agreement best serves the 

interests of justice and the integrity of the New Mexico Judiciary, and as 

further grounds for this petition states: 

1. The Commission invokes its jurisdiction pursuant to the 

Commission’s power to recommend the discipline of judges, and the 

Supreme Court’s power to discipline judges under the New Mexico 
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Constitution Article VI, Section 32; the Court’s power of superintending 

control under the New Mexico Constitution Article VI Section 3; and Rule 36 

of the Judicial Standards Commission’s Rules. 

2. This matter is currently pending before the Commission 

pursuant to a Notice of Formal Proceedings issued to Respondent on July 20, 

2022 in Inquiry No. 2021-089 (See Exhibit A to Exhibit 1). Respondent’s 

response to the Notice of Formal Proceedings was filed on August 09, 2022 (See  

Exhibit B to Exhibit 1). 

3. The Commission issued a Notice of Investigation to Respondent 

on December 20, 2021 (See Exhibit 2) and Respondent’s response to the 

Notice of Investigation was filed on January 10, 2022 (See Exhibit 3). 

4. Pursuant to Commission’s Rule 19, NMRA 2020, and following 

the Commission’s receipt and review of Respondent’s written response to 

the Notice of Investigation, the Commission invited Respondent to participate 

in an informal confidential conference with the Commission on June 6, 2022 

by Zoom video conferencing.  The conference afforded Respondent an 

opportunity to discuss and explain his response to the Notice of Investigation 

in person and provided the Commission an opportunity to ask Respondent 
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questions and further discuss the pending allegations and Respondent’s 

response to assist in determining the appropriate course of action. 

5. After full consideration of Respondent’s written response and 

the information he provided verbally at the informal confidential 

conference, the Commission issued a Notice of Formal Proceedings to 

Respondent and set the matter for a hearing on the merits. 

6. The Commission entered into a Stipulation with Respondent on 

January 20, 2023  (See Exhibit 1).  The Stipulation was based upon the facts 

Respondent admitted and Respondent’s consent to the imposition of 

discipline by the Supreme Court as follows: 

Public Censure: Respondent agrees and consents to 
receive a public ensure from the Supreme Court, which 
shall be published in the New Mexico Bar Bulletin.  

 
7. Respondent denies committing willful misconduct in office; 

however, he agrees and stipulates that the Commission, looking at the facts, 

evidence and totality of the circumstances, could find willful misconduct in 

office and violations of the Code of Judicial Conduct as outlined in the 

Stipulation and paragraph 8 of this Petition, which provides sufficient basis 

for the New Mexico Supreme Court to impose discipline pursuant to Article 

VI, Section 32 of the New Mexico Constitution. 
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8. Respondent admitted that his conduct violated Rules 21-101, 21-

102, 21-103, 21-202, 21-204(B), 21-206 and 21-210 of the Code of Judicial 

Conduct.   

 9.  The Commission shall close Inquiry No. 2021-089 upon an 

Order from the Supreme Court granting the stipulated discipline and upon 

the issuance of the public censure. 

10. The attached Stipulation is enforceable by the Commission before 

the Supreme Court. 

11. The Commission requests an order unsealing all documents filed 

with the Supreme Court in this matter pursuant to Rule 27-104(B) NMRA. 

12. The Commission opposes a  stay or any delay in this matter 

pending the outcome of a collateral matter in accordance with Judicial 

Standards Commission Rule 12. 

12. It is in the best interests of justice and integrity of the New 

Mexico judiciary that the Supreme Court grant this petition.  

WHEREFORE, the Commission respectfully requests this Court issue 

an order granting the Commission’s petition, approving the Stipulation 

Agreement and Consent to Discipline and impose the discipline set forth in the 
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Stipulation. The Commission also requests that the Court’s order unseal all 

documents filed in the Supreme Court in this case pursuant to Rule 27-104(B) 

NMRA. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSION 

 
___________________________________ 
PHYLLIS A. DOMINGUEZ 
Executive Director & General Counsel 
 
KARA JOHNSON 
Investigative Trial Counsel 
 
6200 Uptown Blvd., NE, Suite 340 
Albuquerque, NM 87110-4159 

     Telephone: (505) 222-9353 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was filed 
and served upon Respondent via the Supreme Court’s Electronic Filing 

and Service System and served via email on this 24th day of January, 2023 
to the Respondent as follows: 

 
James T. Martin 

c/o Briggs Cheney 
bcheney@DSC-law.com 

 

 
     ______________________________________ 

KARA JOHNSON 
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